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Wednesday, April 21, 2010, 12 to 2 p.m., Louise Lowry Davis Community Center  
De La Vina & Victoria Streets - Free and open to the public. 
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�� ffordable housing availability is a major issue on the 
South Coast, and is the focus of our April 

Community Forum. Guest speakers, representing various 
points of view, will be Charles V. Eckert III, SB Rental 
Property Association; Angie Hacker, SB County Housing 
and Community Development; Hillary Kleger, Isla Vista 
Tenants Union; Alex Lambrous, SB Legal Aid 
Foundation; and Veronica Loza, SB City Housing 
Authority.  

For many, rental units provide affordable housing. When 
area renters are evicted because of demolition, remodeling 
or condo conversion, they find it difficult to find 
alternative affordable housing. For this reason, the League 
of Women Voters of Santa Barbara joined the Rental 
Housing Roundtable (RHR), which works to find solutions 
for displaced tenants, including relocation assistance when 
appropriate, and development of additional affordable 
rental housing. 

The League of Women Voters of California has a strong 

position on housing. It addresses the need for “education 
of state and local communities concerning need for 
affordable housing and methods by which this can be 
attained,” as well as “protection of the rights of both 
tenants and landlords.” 

The local League and the Rental Housing Roundtable 
support a relocation assistance ordinance in the county, 
similar to one in place in the city of Santa Barbara. Last 
year, county staff developing the ordinance interviewed 
representatives of LWVSB as part of a series of 
stakeholder meetings. 

We expect these issues will continue to be of great 
importance in the future. Please join us as we explore them 
in greater detail.  

Bring a brown bag lunch; dessert and drinks will be 
provided. 

Toni Schultheis and Emily Allen, Social Policy 
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April Discussion Units will focus on governmental 
programs to combat climate change, also the topic of our 
March Community Forum. 

Proposals for alternative energy projects throughout Santa 
Barbara County include utilization of wind energy in 
Lompoc, solar energy in Cuyama and offshore wave 
power in North County. The projects are at various stages 
of progress, from conceptual to permitted, and none is 
large-scale, but are they harbingers of more installations 
in the future? 

Of more immediate interest are offshore oil projects 
which have been “in the works” for some time.  

To the south, a June 8th ballot initiative in Carpinteria 
(Measure J) would approve Venoco Inc.’s proposal to 
slant drill for oil offshore, bypassing normal review and 
monitoring. 

In Ellwood, the same oil company, Venoco, is proposing 
an expansion of its operations on Platform Holly. There is 

(Continued on page 3) 

��	����� :  Please note that the Board Meeting in April is unusually early.  It’s on the 2nd of April instead of 
the 2nd Friday of the month, because of a conflict with an event co-sponsored by the League 
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�� his is a year of big anniver-
saries! League's 90th, of 

course, and this month Earth 
Day celebrates its 40th. 
Certainly, April is a fitting time 
to remember our year-round 
commitment to preserving the 
environment. Our Earth Day 
booth, at Alameda Park on April 
17 and 18, will feature 
information on League's climate 
change activism. 
As LWV's website, www.lwv.org, notes, "Since 
the 1960s, the League has been at the forefront 
of efforts to protect air, land and water 
resources.... The evolution continues as the 
League’s efforts go beyond fighting for pollution 
control and waste management strategies to 
demanding pollution prevention and waste 
reduction." 
Beyond these issues is the overriding one that 
encompasses most of them: global climate 
change, which continues to be a top national 
League priority. 
LWV began featuring articles about climate 
change in the National Voter many years ago. 
Recently, the website has been full of calls to 
action, statements, testimony, and projects - both 
to reduce the human contribution to climate 
change, and to assist in "adaptation" to the rising 
seas and other inevitable effects of the changes 
that are already occurring. 
On March 11, LWVUS and over 150 coalition 

partners sent a letter to both the 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate urging Congress to 
provide sufficient funding for 
international programs in 2011. 
The League is particularly 
concerned about funding for 
international adaptation to 
global climate change. 
LWVUS has also been lobbying 
against legislation that would 

weaken the Clean Air Act by overturning the 
EPA's scientific finding that global warming 
pollutants endanger public health and welfare. 
This is of particular concern to Californians, 
residents of a state that has been trying to 
regulate emissions of these pollutants but was 
blocked by the EPA under the last 
Administration. 
League has also been busy with educational 
projects. LWVUS President Mary Wilson 
recently was honored by Oxfam America as one 
of two recipients of the Sisters on the Planet 
Climate Leaders Awards, which celebrate efforts 
to promote policy combating the effects of the 
climate crisis. 
“On this International Women’s Day, we are 
here to remind our lawmakers that cutting our 
emissions is necessary, but only part of the 
climate change equation. Providing the 
necessary resources to help poor people, 
especially women, cope with a changing climate 
is the other,” said Wilson. 
On the state level, we've had a Sustainable 
Communities Action Policy since 1999, and 
have consistently promoted renewable energy 
and other measures to address climate change.  
Locally, we have participated actively in 
community education on the issue, as we are 
doing this spring. 
Each of us must do our part, both personally and 
by taking action through League and other 
organizations, to be sisters and brothers on the 
planet.                                Linda Phillips, President 

The Channel Voter is published eight times a year, monthly except for January, June, July, and August, by 
the  League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara, 328A E. Carrillo St., Santa Barbara, CA 93101. 

Email: info@lwvsantabarbara.org  •  Web: http://lwvsantabarbara.org 
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LWVUS President Mary Wilson, far right, and 
other Oxfam honorees, receive Sisters on the 
Planet awards. 
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also controversy about where and when a pipeline should be built to carry product to the processing facility up the 
coast in Las Flores Canyon. 

Another local energy issue is the Tranquillon Ridge proposal to slant drill from Plains Exploration and Production 
Company’s (PXP) platform in federal waters into the state tidelands. Local environmental groups and governmental 
agencies endorsed the agreement, worked out by the Environmental Defense Center and others. Supporters endorsed 
it with the stipulation there would be a time-certain removal of four platforms, no net greenhouse gas emissions and 
various on-land benefits over a number of years. Other environmentalists bitterly oppose the proposal. The 
Tranquillon Ridge project was turned down by the State Lands Commission last year, but there is renewed interest 
in it on the state level due to the income it could bring the state, now in such poor financial condition.  There is 
plenty to discuss about local energy issues. Come to a unit meeting and join the conversation. 

Jean Holmes, Energy Committee Chair 
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Major Conference on Friday, April 9, at UCSB 

�� he university is sponsoring a remarkable series of 
programs on Climate Change. The next public 

meeting will be a one-day conference, on April 9, from 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  Local, state and national authorities 
and officials will speak about possible solutions at 
every level of government. Twenty-three under-
graduate students, who paid their own way to the 
Copenhagen climate change conference, were inspired 
to organize the meeting. The League will be a co-
sponsor and welcomes the attendance of members and 
the public. 

League members have been very impressed with 
reports from UCSB scientists on their work and the 
obstacles faced in dealing with massive climate 
changes. In February, League President Linda Phillips 
and I were privileged to sit in on an informal 
conversation with 11 experts from many countries who 
had helped plan the Copenhagen International Confer-
ence. They were here to plan a strategy for future 
major conferences. They believed that the presence of 
so many heads of state at the Copenhagen meetings 
indicated that the participating countries take the issue 
seriously. The experts also agreed that the work of the 
many small committees was very successful, while 
results from the largest meetings were less so. They 

concluded that herding representatives from 190 
countries - with totally different agendas - in one 
direction, might be impossible. 

They now are thinking in terms of allowing countries 
to devise their own plans to reduce greenhouse gasses, 
and persuading the international community to support 
those efforts. 

At another meeting, Dr. Catherine Gautier of the 
Geography Department reported on her study of the 
serious interactions that will take place as we 
experience shortages of both oil and water. 
Worldwide, these two shortages will compound other 
problems. For example, Gautier cited large solar 
installations on the Mojave Desert that require large 
amounts of water. Water is heated to provide steam to 
drive the turbines and to keep solar panels clear of dust 
and grit. 

The League encourages members to attend some of the 
April 9 meetings. Energy Chair Jean Holmes, Bill 
Marks and Connie Hannah will be glad to talk to 
anyone interested in attending, and will work on 
possible car-pool plans. Call any of the above people 
for more information. 

Connie Hannah, Energy Committee  
 

April 9, Friday, 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.  
“O UR PLANET , OUR PROBLEM : APPROACHES TO A CLIMATE  SOLUTION ”  

Conference at UCSB, Corwin Pavilion. LWVSB is a co-sponsor. 

 10 a.m. – noon Global Climate, Local Change 
 12 – 1:30 p.m. Student Film Screening: Navigating Copenhagen 
 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. The Green Economy: Moving Beyond Business as Usual 
 4 – 6 p.m. The Power of Politics: Legislative Measures that Work 
 6 – 6:30 p.m. Reception 
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�� he League continues to support the state’s single 
payer health care bill (SB 810) as a means of 

achieving significant health care reform in California. 

LWVC is a key member of the CA OneCare State 
Strategy Group, along with Health Care for All –
California. LWVSB is collaborating on the local level 
with the HCA-SB chapter.  

Health Care for All – SB is having a general 
membership meeting regarding progress of CA Senate 
Bill 810 and the 365-day CA OneCare campaign, 
including entertaining celebrity media ads. The meeting 
will take place at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, April 15, at the 

Goleta Library, 500 N. Fairview Ave. 

A dinner fundraiser for the CA OneCare Media 
Campaign, featuring gourmet specialties by one of Julia 
Child’s favorite chefs, J.P. Luvanvi, will take place 
Friday, April 23, in the Founders’ Room of the Granada 
Theater, 1214 State St. 

For general information, contact Carole Marks at 682-
1228; for tickets for the dinner, contact Carole or 
Shannon Miller, or email her at Outside 
TheBox@ymail.com. 

Carole Marks, Health Care 
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Business - Home - Auto - Life - Health 
 

 

JANE MACEDO de VEER 
Insurance Agency 

211 E. Victoria St., Ste. C 
Santa Barbara, CA  93101 
Bus:  (805) 962-9146    jane@deveeragency.com 
Fax:  (805) 965-5463                    Lic. # 0598366 

Catherine D. Dishion 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

 
Tel:  805.884.7131 • Cell: 805.705.5773 

Fax: 805.715.1527 
catherine.dishion@bankofamerica.com 

 
801 Chapala Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93101 

Equal Housing Lender    
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�� he League received a request to meet with the Hope 
School District board president, Tony Winterbauer, 

and Superintendent Dan Cooperman, to discuss their 
upcoming general bond measure on the June 2010 
ballot.  The district consists of 3 elementary schools, 
Hope, Monte Vista and Vieja Valley, and a student 
enrollment of 966. 

Members of the Education Committee met with these 
district representatives and discussed the proposed 
Measure L which would include the following priorities: 

1. Install photo-voltaic systems at each campus to 
provide rebates and incentives of approximately 
$185,000 per year for the first 5 years (over 
$925,000) and save $65,000 per year after that at 
current energy costs.  

2. Fund a district wide technology program to provide 
computers and infrastructure that provide better 
educational tools for our 21st century students. 

3. Build a new library at Monte Vista comparable to 
that at Hope and Vieja Valley elementary schools. 

4. Modernize the Vieja Valley Multi Purpose Room to 
make it comparable to that of Hope and Monte Vista 
Elementary schools. 

The proposed $8 million bond measure won’t increase 
the current annual assessed tax rate of $9 per $100,000 
of assessed value being paid by voters who reside in the 
Hope School District.  The proposed additional projects 
would be covered by extending the length of time of this 
assessment.  The bond requires a 55% pass rate and 
current law requires the appointment of a citizens’ 
oversight committee. 

The Education Committee approved a recommendation 
to the Board to endorse Measure L and the Board 
accepted that recommendation at their March meeting. 

Nancy Harter, Education Committee Chair 
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LWVSB Annual Meeting on June 26th at the Holiday Inn in Goleta 
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The 3-hour city council hearing on the Sandman Inn Redevelopment Project on upper State Street, which took place 
March 9, dealt principally with process questions. However, the media concentrated on the approval of the project. 
The League supported an appeal filed by Citizen’s Planning Association and Allied Neighborhoods Association, 
citing a defect in the preparation of the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR). 

Marc Chytilo, counsel for the appealing parties, argued that by not naming “an environmentally superior alternative” 
in the FEIR, the document could allow for later approval of the originally proposed 112-room hotel. This location, at 
the intersection of State Street and Hitchcock Way, is one of the busiest in the city, and building a hotel there would 
impact it even further. 

Earlier, the League, Allied Neighborhoods Association and Citizens’ Planning Association opposed a hotel proposed 
for the site. The applicant dropped the hotel from the proposal, and substituted smaller office condos on the front of 
the property in addition to 73 residential condos. 

The City Council and city attorney recognized the problem with the FEIR. They agreed to add new language to the 
certification of the FEIR making clear that any future proposal for a hotel would require full environmental review. 

In addition, the council and its counsel discussed updating the city’s old California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) guidelines, which have resulted in two recent lawsuits against the city, and caused the problem with the 
Sandman proposal. These were difficult points for the press and public to understand, but very important in the 
preparation of future environmental documents. 

Connie Hannah, Sustainable Communities Chair 

�� he city of Santa Barbara has released the essential 
documents of its General Plan update, developed 

over the past five years, for final consideration. The first 
copies of the Environmental Impact report (EIR) for the 
program, and current wording of Plan Santa Barbara, 
were released on March 18. 

Members of the League’s Sustainable Communities 
Committee, who have followed the plan since its 
introduction, have copies of these documents and will 
review and comment. Copies are available to the public 
at the libraries and at the city’s Planning Department. 

A city staff presentation on these materials will take 
place at 9 a.m., Wednesday, April 28, in a Planning 
Commission hearing in the council chambers of City 
Hall. Public comment will be taken at that time. If more 
time is needed for comment, it will be taken at a 
Planning Commission meeting at 1 p.m., Thursday, 
April 29, in council chambers. No decisions will be 
made at these hearings. 

Next, the EIR and the Plan will be discussed by the 
Planning Commission at a regular meeting on Thursday, 
May 6, at City Hall. The city plans to have a Final EIR 
and a Final Plan Santa Barbara General Plan completed 
by May 17, leaving very little time for responses to 
previous discussions. More public hearings at Planning 
Commission and City Council meetings will take place 
after May 17. 

The city’s announcement states,  “If you challenge the 
General Plan Update approval or the environmental 
document in court you may be limited to raising only 
those issues that you or someone else raised at the 
public hearings described in this notice.” This means 
that organizations and individuals will have about 40 
days to prepare all comments about this complicated 
and detailed set of documents. League members will be 
examining them carefully. 

Connie Hannah, Sustainable Communities Chair 
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Priority Issues for Action in the Legislature 

•    State and Local Finances/State Budget 

· Support reform of the state budgeting process 

· Support equitable and adequate generation and 
distribution of tax revenues 

· Other Legislative Issues, As Time and Resources 
Permit 

· Support requests from local Leagues and inter-
League organizations (ILOs) for advocacy on bills of 
specific interest to their jurisdictions 

· Take action as appropriate on core issues: 
Redistricting, Elections, Voting Rights, Campaign 
Finance Reform, and Reproductive Choices 

· Consider Program Director recommendations for 
action on the highest priority bills in their program 
areas. We anticipate action in the areas of Health 
Care, Education, and the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). 

Statewide Ballot Measures 

Review all statewide ballot measures and recommend 
a position or neutrality on each one to the LWVC 
Board of Directors 

�/1�����������2�����������1�������������3454�
Adopted by the LWVC Board of Directors on March 14, 2010 
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The Santa Barbara League is participating in Earth Day, Saturday, April 17 and Sunday, 
April 18, at Alameda Park. We will staff a table with timely information. Bev Herbert is 
taking sign-ups for the following shifts: 

Saturday: 10 a.m. - noon (set-up & tabling) 
 noon - 2 p.m., 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (tabling & take-down) 
Sunday:   10 a.m. - noon (set-up & tabling) 
 noon - 2 p.m., 2 p.m. - 4 p.m., 4 p.m.-6:30 (tabling & take-down) 

Call Bev at 886-6487 or email her at bsherbert@msn.com to help work a shift. 

 
 


7�7�7 !�
Volunteers are needed to help register voters – mostly young, first-time voters – and to distribute literature, 
including the Easy Voter Guide, at Y.E.S!, the Youth Empowerment for Safety Fair, Saturday, April 17, from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. The free event will take place at the Teen Center, 1235 Chapala St., and will include music, dance 
performances, art and interactive events celebrating “NO to Violence, Drugs and Alcohol.” This is a collaboration 
of the Coalition Against Gun Violence (CAGV), Free 4 the Weekend and the Santa Barbara Youth Council with 
the support of The Fund for Santa Barbara. To volunteer, contact Dorie Kirtman, our representative to CAGV, at 
dbdb2@hotmail.com or 805-845-6866. 

��������������������������	 �
Congress has finally passed comprehensive health care reform, for which League worked untiringly. According to 
our national LWV President, Mary Wilson, "It would be difficult to overstate the importance of today’s actions, 
and we commend our elected representatives for standing up for Americans and having the courage to do what 
needs to be done to confront the health care crisis in our country. 
We know that the new law is not perfect and that much more work is ahead, but after many decades that first step 
has finally been taken. Among those voting for the legislation was our own Congresswoman Lois Capps and our 
two senators, Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein. 
"Truly, this legislation is monumental, historic and transforming,” said Wilson. 
"Today we took the critical step in dealing with the current health care crisis.  Tomorrow, many Americans will 
wake up to a new week and a new future that looks a great deal more promising." 
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 MEMBERSHIP FORM to join LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF S ANTA BARBARA 

�  Here’s my annual membership dues of $60* Name ________________________________________  

�  Second member in same household $30 Address ______________________________________  

�  Student $30  _______________________________ Zip __________  

�  Please send me more information about League Phone ___________________ Fax ________________  

�  I can’t join right now; here is my contribution of  E-mail _______________________________________  

       $_________ to support the League.  

  Make check payable to: League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara, 328 A E. Carrillo St, Santa Barbara, CA 93101   

*Discounted dues are available for special circumstances.  Contact Joanie Jones - 683-1937. 

	�	����������/��

New Members: 
Laura Wallin 
John Ackerman MD 
Orien Armstrong 
Sara Templeton 

Change of Address: 
Amanda Pelch 
 

Fifty-year Members - Life Members 
Congratulations if you have attained the 50-year-plus membership status. We are proud and will celebrate you at 
our Annual Meeting on June 26. If you have been a member of League locally or elsewhere, for 50 years or 
longer, but are not listed below, it is because we have no information about your joining date and would love to 
know your history. 

Newly minted 50-year members, and those we did not know about previously, will receive an LWVUS certificate 
of recognition at the June meeting if we have their names by the end April. Please send related information to 
Joanie Jones at either joaniesgarden@cox.net or the League office. 
The following are the fifty-year and fifty-year-plus members we have on record:  

Dorothy Campbell, Eileen Clark, Jessica Dean, Joan Fallert, Ghita Ginberg, Jean Holmes, Elaine Iddings, Sheila 
Kamhi, Elinor Langer, Sheila Lodge, Lillian Lovelace, Barbara Margerum, Betty Newcomb, Lessie Nixon, 
Vivian Obern, Ecco Ochoa, Harriett Phillips, Virginia Robinson, Billie Kendrick Shaad, Michael Tucker, Naomi 
Wain, Dorothy Walker and Ann Wright. 

   Joanie Jones, Membership Director 

�(�	�8� $�8�� �
Two League members passed away recently,  

Louise Barrow on January 18, and  
Iris Flowers on February 10.  

Our sympathy goes out to their families and friends.  



  LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
  OF SANTA BARBARA, INC. 

    328 A East Carrillo Street 
  Santa Barbara, California 93101 

Phone/Fax: (805) 965-2422 
Email: info@lwvsantabarbara.org 
Web:  http://www.lwvsantabarbara.org 

 
 

    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President: Dr. Linda Phillips 
Voter Editor:      Martha Lannan 
Circulation:        Herb Linville, 
Production:        Wordesigns, 689-9583 
 

The League of Women Voters, a 
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to increase understanding of major public 
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at 965-2422. 
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APRIL 2010 
Discussion Unit Topic: Local Energy Issues 
2 Friday: LWVSB Board meeting at 10 a.m. 
 328 A East Carrillo - *Note change of date due to UCSB 

Climate Change conference April 9. 

6 Tuesday:  Supper Discussion Unit at 5:30 p.m. , at 
Madam Lu's Restaurant, 3524 State St. Contact: Lolly 
Quackenbush. 

7  Wednesday: Evening Discussion Unit at 7:30 p.m.  
Sheila Kamhi's home, 1040 Portesuello Ave. Co-chairs: 
Pat Shewczyk, and Sheila Kamhi. 

9  Friday:  “OUR PLANET, OUR PROBLEM: APPROACHES 
TO A CLIMATE  SOLUTION” from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. UCSB, 
Corwin Pavilion. LWVSB is a co-sponsor (see p. 3). 

14  Wednesday:  Carpinteria Discussion Unit at 10 a..m. 
Carpinteria Women's Club, 1059 Vallecito Rd. Contact: 
Jean Hebert.  *This is a permanent change to the second 
Wednesday of the month. 

14 Wednesday:   Afternoon Discussion Unit at 2 p.m.  
Maravilla clubhouse, 5486 Calle Real. Contact: Harriett 
Phillips. 

April 
21 Wednesday: Community Forum, “Rental Housing: 

Issues and Policy, 12 - p.m. Louise Lowry Davis 
Center, De La Vina and Victoria Streets (see p. 1).   

19 Monday:  Candidate Forum, District Attorney 
candidates at 7 p.m., Faulkner Gallery, downtown 
Library (co-sponsored with S.B. Women Lawyers).  

20  Tuesday:  Treasurer-Tax Collector candidates at 6:30 
p.m.,  2nd District County Supervisor candidates at 8 
p.m., Goleta Valley Community Center, 5679 Hollister 
Ave.  (Date and time to be confirmed.) 

MAY 2010 
4 Tuesday:  Supper Unit at 5:30 p.m., at Madam Lu's 

Restaurant, 3524 State St. Contact Lolly Quackenbush. 

5 Wednesday:  Evening Unit, 7:30 p.m., at Pat 
Shewczyk’s home, Co-chairs: Pat Shewczyk and Sheila 
Kamhi. 

12 Wednesday: Carpinteria Unit and Afternoon Unit.  
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Our celebration of the League’s 90th birthday at the Cabrillo Arts Pavilion is being broadcast on Channel 17. Larry Nimmer recorded 
our terrific speaker, Professor Gayle Binion, of UCSB, and comments from some of our 50-year members. The schedule is as follows:  
Wednesday, March 31st - 12:50 p.m.,  Sunday, April 4th -  9 p.m.,  Wednesday, April 7th,  9:30 a.m.  There may be additional show-
ings after April 7th; go to www.sbchannels.tv and search the Channel 17 schedule for "League of Women Voters of SB: 90th Birth-
day."  We hope to have DVDs available as well.  
 

Remember to check http://lwvsantabarbara.org for latest event information. 


